
 

 

ALUMNI NEWS 
 MARCH 2023 

 
MIA SOTO 

Class of 2016 
 
 
 
After I graduated SMA in 2016, I went on to attend the Academy of Our Lady of Peace, an all-girls Catholic 
high school here in San Diego. During my time at OLP, I became very involved in extracurricular activities and 
in my high school community. As a member of student council in seventh and eighth grade at SMA, I continued 
serving on student council for three years at OLP. Continuing my Catholic education was very important to me, 
so after graduating from OLP in 2020, I decided to pursue my degree at the University of San Diego. I am 
currently a third year student at USD majoring in Real Estate and minoring in Leadership Studies. At USD, I 
have excelled in my academics and was fortunate enough to receive a full-ride scholarship to such a prestigious 
institution. I have become very passionate about real estate and have intentions of starting my own commercial 
real estate development company in San Diego after I graduate next May.  
 
In the seven years of my life since I graduated SMA, I have never forgotten the values taught by Workshop Way. 
Workshop Way taught me the gift of being able to excel as an individual at whatever pace I choose. It taught me 
to not always compare myself to others and that if you take everything at the pace you choose, good things will 
happen and you will succeed. Workshop Way also taught me that if you make a mistake, you can always learn 
from it and there is no harm in trying again. I also learned to be more understanding of those around me and to 
appreciate diversity since we can all learn from each other during our different stages of growth. 
 
My favorite memory of SMA is definitely my fifth grade year, which is when my mother, Mrs. Nan Soto, was my 
teacher. Having my mom as my teacher was truly a once in a lifetime experience and although I was 
disappointed when I did not always receive special treatment compared to the other students just because I was 
her daughter, I still had an absolute blast all throughout that year! I still make sure to keep up on the 
happenings of SMA since my mother is still the Vice Principal and Fifth Grade Teacher and I love reminiscing 
on my SMA days, which I will never forget.  
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